The group helping farmers to

restore nature on their land
1 00 000000 Y 00 00000 O 0 00000 SISO 0 RIS

Aisling Maria Cronin

eFarm Ireland is an organisation
that helps farmers to restore
bmdlverslly and i improve

Launched in late 2024, it carries out its
work of helping to restore nature on
farmland across the country in partnership
with farmers, businesses, public bodies and
researchers.

Co-founder and board director Brendan
Dunford says: “We're tapping into farmers’
potential for restoring nature on their own
farmland. I've worked with farmers in the
Burren for about 25 years, and I've always
been able to see the enormous potential
for farmers to do some very
important work for nature
— as well as just how quickly
they can do that work, once
they're properly supported.”

In 2025, ReFarm completed
its first full year in operation.
“We spent our first years
working with around 80
farmers across 21 counties,
to create habitats like wildlife
ponds, new hedgerows,
pockets of woodland,
grasslands and other projects that would

help support nature on those farmers’ lands,”

says Dunford.

Dinny Galvin, a farmer in Lispole, Co
Kerry, found that ReFarm’s work “makes real
sense, and its bottom-up approach works
best with farmers”.

During 2025, Galvin chose to undertake
two nature restoration projects on his
land with the support of ReFarm funding:
firstly, the creation of a 300sqm pond that
was completed in July last year. Within two
weeks of its construction, it was being used
by wild ducks, swallows and insects.

Galvin's pond was one of 47 ponds that
had been created with ReFarm funding by
the end of 2025, with more ponds currently
in the process of being created. Other
actions supported by ReFarm include small
woodland copses, hedgerows, species-rich
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over time. The second part is mrgclcd advice
— for example, if a farme;
wildlife pond, we can offer guldancc on the
best location for it. The third piece is really
providing encouragement — what we call
the ‘heart’ piece. It's about celebrating the
farmers who are doing this kind of work.
‘We hear a lot of negativity about nature and
farming, as though the two things have to
be opposed to one another, but we know this
absolutely does not have to be the case.”
ReFarm'’s blended finance model combines
corporate investment, philanthropic support
and public sector funding, backing both
on-farm actions and independent research.
Participating funders include, among
others: Community Foundation Ireland;
Ceangal, a Heritage Council
programme; the National
Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS); and Mayo and
Wicklow County Councils.
During their first year in
operation, ReFarm carried out
a survey among participating
farmers, the results of which
were published on March 31.
Minimal paperwork was cited
as the single biggest priority
when it came to embracing
nature-friendly farming - ranking ahead of
both funding and advisory support. The vast
majority of respondents (97pc) stated they
were ‘confident’ or ‘open’ to self-scoring the
health of habitats on their land, provided the
tools provided for them to do so were simple.
Farmers also highlighted the importance
of a farmer-centric approach, as well as the
benefits of connecting with like-minded
farmers. Furthermore, 74pc of respondents
invested their own money, alongside ReFarm
funding, to implement nature-aligned actions
on their farms. “To me, it is very clear that
farmers are part of the solution for nature in
Ireland,” says Dunford. “They own their land,
they know it intimately, they have access to
the machinery and equipment.
“What we're doing at ReFarm is still small
in scale, but I believe it shows a potential way
forward. The feedback we get from farmers

and bespoke far

actions (known as ‘farmer’s choice’).

The second action Galvin took on his
own land — a ‘farmer’s choice’ initiative —
was to sow an acre of native annual Irish
wildflowers as a means of boosting bees and
other pollinators.

Dunford says: “Farmers are inherently
practical and know how to get lhmvs done.

— we always hear about how
much they enjoy having a pond on their farm,
or a dedicated wildlife area. The best way to
get farmers involved is to keep things simple,
eliminate as much paperwork as you can, and
promptly acknowledge what they're doing”
He adds that ReFarm’s sister organisation,
Farming for Nature, is hosting a Farming
For Nature Festival from June 22 to 23 in

They also have the necessary experience to
understand what needs to be done in the
first place. This year, we're set to double the
number of participating farmers from 80 to
160, which shows that there is a large and
growing appetite for the targeted services
that we offer. One part of our approach is
financial support — we pay for the action
the farmer takes, and then for the

Brewery, Co Laois.

This festival celebrates farmers dedicated
to embracing nature-friendly farming, and
provides attendees with an opportunity to
connect with like-minded people. The event
includes learning discussions, demos and
real stories from the field.
® See Refarm.ie and




